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Q: What does BEMPU Health do, and what is your role?
A: I’m the founder of BEMPU Health. We develop really innovative products that help newborns 
survive. Our flagship product is the TempWatch, a tiny bracelet that monitors a baby’s temperature 
24/7 for the first month of life, alerting the parent if their baby is dangerously cold so they can 
warm her before any injury or death occurs. I’m an engineering nerd at heart, but I love talking to 
doctors, which made this a great job for me. 

Q: How have you and your team worked with USAID/CII? 
A: Most of our scaling products were funded at prototype stage by USAID and the Saving Lives at 
Birth partnership spearheaded by CII. Beyond funding, CII and the USAID newborn team came to 
India to understand our work. Eventually, they set us up with strong advisors, enabled 
opportunities for us to share our work as in their Global Health Innovation Index publication, and 
they directly opened doors with newborn stakeholders, including UNICEF who then became one 
of our largest customers. 

Q: What makes you passionate about your work?
A: I grew up in Maryland, but travelled the world with my dad’s job in development. I saw the 
healthcare I had in the US versus what was available around the world, and felt the disparity was 
unjust and needed to be bridged. When I moved to India 9 years ago and learned that almost 4% 
of children die from preventable causes before their 5th birthday, I felt compelled to do something 
about it. 
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Q: What topic(s) in global health interest(s) you the 
most and why?
A: The engineering, clinical work, and initial sales was the 
easy part. But to get to scale, you have to work with 
government which can be extremely challenging especially 
in low and middle income countries. The reasons are 
multi-faceted and not obvious, but how to solve this 
intrigues me tremendously. With the pandemic, we saw 
several governments mobilize quickly and incorporate 
innovations too. Huge public health challenges still remain 
after COVID, and I think there’s an opportunity to learn how 
to execute similarly to make big impact. 

Favorite Quote: 
“Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.”
 – Ian McLaren


